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"To Survive To Witness" - By Marwan Nassar

Bab idDeir Gallery, in collaboration with Art Zone Palestine, is pleased to present "To
Survive To Witness," a solo exhibition by Gaza-based artist Marwan Nassar. This exhibition
features a curated selection of high-quality, signed limited editions of more than 60 works
created during the ongoing war in Gaza (2023-2025).

Originally, the exhibition includes more than 300 artworks, collected, restored, and
featured virtually by Art Zone Palestine — a platform that aims to retrieve and reconsider
artworks, including those that were destroyed, stolen, or obliterated in wars or in the
context of resisting occupation.

Nassar's paintings — produced under war, displacement, starvation, and the constant
threat of annihilation — capture moments of sorrow, loss, and endurance. They document
fragments of daily life in wartime: the faces of the displaced, mothers in mourning, the
quiet persistence of animals, and the fleeting traces of normalcy amid destruction.

"To Survive To Witness" stands as a visual archive of a people’s endurance and an artist’s
solid will to bear witness through his art.
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Art Zone - Palestine

An independent digital cultural platform that seeks to explore the evolution of Palestinian
visual art, focusing on marginalized works and experiences—whether excluded by the
dominant cultural and artistic framework or erased, destroyed, or stolen in the context of
colonial occupation and its continuous aggressions—with the aim of retrieving and restoring
their deliberately lost existence.
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To Survive to Witness

What does survival mean in the context of this war? Has everyone who remained
alive truly survived? And has everyone who was touched by the ongoing
annihilation truly gone?

As an artist and a father living in Gaza, | have endured—over 700 days—a genocide
that has spared no form of death without inflicting it. A genocide consuming
people and history alike, erasing neighborhoods and lives deeply rooted in time. |
send this message to every free soul in the world. These words are not for those
who abandoned us, nor for those who sold their conscience—they are for the
merciful, for the free alone.

In truth, amid this devastation, | felt that every form of expression had collapsed:
writing, literature, all the arts—each seemed powerless before the enormity of the
tragedy. There exists a vast chasm between what is truly happening and what we
can represent or express.

Yet, as | have said time and again, we kept striving to seize a fleeting moment of
survival through cultural and artistic action—to survive, to bear witness, and to
compel witness.

The artistic and literary expressions that emerged during this war may one day
form the foundation for studies and research, illuminating the profound
psychological impact that has touched every artist and writer who sought a
window for expression amid killing, famine, and deprivation.

In this context, for me, art was never a luxury, nor was literature an ornament for
death or for life—it was an act of defiance, of resistance, a confrontation powered
by the force of beauty.

Marwan Nassar
21 July 2025



Marwan Nassar; A Palestinian artist born in Gaza in 1984, graduated from the
Fine Arts Faculty at Al Agsa University. Until October 7th, he worked as a lecturer
in the Faculty of Art at University College in Gaza. In addition to holding several
solo exhibitions in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank—one of which toured the
cities of Jerusalem, Ramallah, Nablus, and Hebron—he has also participated in
numerous group exhibitions locally, regionally, and internationally, including the
Imago Mundi project for Palestinian art. Nassar also supervises artistic workshops
aimed at enhancing the cultural and artistic abilities of postgraduate Visual Arts
students in Gaza.

Since the onset of the war on Gaza, Marwan, alike most residents of Gaza, has
been displaced to various locations within the territory. Yet, despite the inhumane
harsh conditions of displacement and the constant threats and challenges, he,
along with many of his fellow artists, remains committed to his artistic practice
using whatever means he can access. As an artist, he remains deeply attuned to
the shifting reality around him, capturing its tragic scenes through bold sketches
and quick paintings that create a daily visual diary of his observations and
responses to the war. His recent works show early signs of transformation in his
artistic style and vision, characterized by bolder lines and simplified brushstrokes
that amplify the expressive and emotional intensity in his paintings.
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